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neral use throughout the Army. This policy is 
meiabers or onao orfice have indicated that a 
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to the publication of articles of an unclassi- 
au of Public 'Relations has informally advised 
War Department employee may publish such writ- 
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llbert;r of pujllc exjresslon upon entrance on duty at ASA. It Is 
precls Dly for this reason then that' this personnel should get proper 
credit vlthln Its ovx. narrow confines. "Jl. prophet should not be 
vlthou ; honor In his own ootmtry", and as a morale factor this has 
tremenlous liqillcatlcns. 

4 It Is, therefore, reconmended that the Chief of ASA adopt 
the po! .Icy of author^ sing bylines or credits to the authors of 
technl sal bulletins, manuals, texts or other classified articles 
which (ire int mdad fe r uae qnly within ASA, and of encouraging the 
wrltlns of unslasslf jed"artlcles In accordance with already prescribe^ 
policy , I 
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>lloy on foimat for aboYe mentioned documents rests with 
Section, Staff. Appropriate regulations will be pro- 
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With very rare exceptions « all War DejArtment and U. 3. 

Army publications are anonymous. No doubt from the very begin- 
ning It has been the unquestioned policy of the War Dex»rtment 
and of the Army to shov no Indication of authorship on any 
documents of an official character written or produced within 
the military establishment and disseminated for the Informa- 
tion, guidance, or training of Its personnel. This policy has 
been and still Is applicable to all publications, techzilcal as 
well as purely administrative. fEe policy stems no doubt from 
the days when science and research In general did not play so 
prominent a part In warfare as It does today. 

It Is obvious that In the large majority of cases such a 
policy of anonymity of authorship can hardly be challenged. 

It Is wise and necessary. However, In my opinion, the validity 
of the thesis of anonymity of authorship may be questioned In 
the ease of purely technical documents and research papers on 
scientific subjects. 

In the world of science, the incentive to do good research 
and to write good papers thereon originates In the natural 
craving for the approbation and esteem of one's colleagues and 
associates. It Is hardly necessary to elaborate on this thesis 
and to Indicate how Important It Is to scientists throughout 
the world. For the most part a man who has selected the pursuit 
of science as his life's work dtoes not receive a large monetary \ 
reward. A large part of his recompense derives from an Internal ^ 
satisfaction In achievement; but by no means the minor part of 
his recompense derives from his knowledge that whatever he may 4^- 
write. If It be worthy of him and represents his best effort, 
will carry his name as author. Scientists, Indeed, derive as 
much satisfaction from the fact that for decades In the future . 
their writings will serve as memorials and testimonials to their 
having once lived on earth as do men who cause Imposing mausoleums 
to be erected over their graves, to serve as memorials for the 
same purpose. 

In the Government Service as a whole, with the notable 
and possibly only exceptions of the military and naval services, 
authorship of technical documents Is usually Indicated. This 
Is true In the many scientific bureaus of the various executive 
departments, such as the Geological Survey, the Bureau of 
Standards, etc. Why should not purely technical documents and 
research papers which do not receive a-^ n oral- dl -aoemlnatlon 
throughout the military establlshmentor which do not serve 
"for the guidance of all concerned" show authorship? 
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When It comeB to the matter of Indicating authorship of 
patentable Ideas (inventions. In other words), the War Depart- 
ment not only does but Is required to have authorship shown. 

The laws governing Inventions and patents are quite clear In 
tills respect and the War Department does not appear to suffer 
any handicaps In the admlnlstz«tlon of Its business by giving 
credit where credit Is due In the case of patentable Ideas. 
Moreover, AR 850*50 sets forth very clearly what the rl^ts 
of the Inventor and the rights of the Government are. However, 
when authorship Involves a book, document, treatise, etc., the 
War Department follows a far different policy. It appears a 
bit Inconsistent. 

% 

At the present time and under the present rule of anonymity, 
there Is not and. It seems to me, there can not be the same 
Incentive to do an excellent piece of exposition, where such a 
document Is desirable. Excellent exposition reqislres careful 
thought, much labor, and the patience to write, re -write, and 
then revise — sometimes to the extent of several revisions. 

Why should the anonymous author take many pains to do a first- 
class Job? He may, of course, receive a fleeting and not too 
Important advantage In the form of some consideration when his 
superior Is prei)arlng an efficiency report. But this sort of 
recompense hardly fills the need for the very Important sense 
of gratification which comes from the external recognition of 
a good piece of work and from the visible Indication of author- 
ship on the document. This Is a more lasting sort of recompense 
to the real scholar and research man. An Internal recognition 
and an Inner sense of satisfaction Is, In my opinion, not 
sufficient to sxnir most people to extend themselves, take the 
necessary pains, and to labor with words over and over again to 
get Just the right phrase. 

I think that a change in the present War Department policy 
would be conducive to more and better technical documents from 
more and better people at Army Security Agency. What steps 
would be necessary to bring about the necessary change? Is 
there any Army Regulation which lays down the policy and requires 
anonymity? I have searched but have not been able to find such 
a regulation. Has the policy been of such long-standing acceptance 
that It Is among the "unwritten laws" of the service? If so, 
the change would perhaps not be so difficult to make and so far 
as concerns purely technical doctmients for use within the Army 
Security Agency a ruling by the Chief of the Army Secxirlty 
Agency might be sxjfflclent. 

Your comments on the foregolzig are sollolterd. 
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